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Awwwwwwwwww
Cuteness: We Know It When We See It

-ERIK VANCE

Q. I thought you said you
were an expert.

A. I've never studied bunnies Qr
kittens, but I wander if yau could ac-
tually take a phatagraph and meas-
ure the big eyes relative to.the size af
the face and figure autwha's cuter.

Q. If a bunny is cute and a baby is
cute, imagine how cute a mutant half-
baby, half-bunny would be.

1\,.Well, l~ak at same af the pictures
that peaple draw and same af the really
funny-looking, campletely-autside-the-
range-af-nannalcy kinds af dalls and pic-
tures af animals and babies in baaks and
things like that. The gigantic cheeks, the gi-
gantic eyes.

Q. [Pause] Wow,I didn't really ex-
pect an intelligent answer to a question
like that.

A. Sarry.

Q. So then who's cuter, bunnies or
kittens? It's bunnies, right?

A. I dan't knaw.

Q. As part of your work, y~u som~-
times quantify cute, is that right?

A. Right. We ask peQple to. laQk at
pictures af babies and/ar ather peaple
and rate haw cute they are.

Q. So say I'm in the savannah, and a
lion is bearing down on me and I have a
cute kid and a not-so-cute kid, and I can
only take one, are you saying ....

A. Thraw yaurself to. the lian. Yau
are the least cute af the three.

put a picture af a puppy and a picture af
Scarlett Jahanssan up and say,"Which ane
is cuter?" And yau cauld get a respanse,
and yau cauld say OK, ane af them is
cuter than the ather. There may actually
be same evalu-
tianary benefits
to.what we call
cute. This was
propased lang
ago' by same af
the animal ethal-
agists-that the cute features we talk
abaut, the big eyes and sa an, might elicit
mare caregiving behaviar fram adults.

Q. Are you sure?

A. Yau can ask peaple any questiQn
yau want to. ask them. Yau cauld certainly

Q. I need to settle a bet. .Can you
prove scientific~ly that newborn pup-
pies are cuter than Scarlett Johansson?

A.Na.
Q. So a dead bunny would not be

as cute as a living bunny.

A. Right.
Q. Is there a connection between

being small and being cute?

S
INCEWELCQMINGTHEENDQFHIBERNATIQNSEASQNa few weeks ago',we have settled in

-"far a ~e af flawers,puppies, and ducklings.Spring and cuteness are hip these days.
Just check out increasingly papular Web sites like Cute Overlaad, Cute Cats, and the
Cute PrQjectQrcruise <hethous<!ndsd videosaf playful kittens and rolling hedgehags

QnYauTube. -
But what is cute?
To,answer that, we turned to'Katherine Hildebrandt Karraker, a'psychalagy professar

at West Virginia. University who' studies haw humans, like all species, are maved to.pro-
tect the mast preciaus af their affspring rather than, say, eating them.

Q. What is cute? A. That seems to.be true, especially
A. It's narmally been used to.apply to. when yau laak at the cute~ess af animals

physical cuteness, and it narmally applies and also' the cuteness .af kids. The sma~er
to.laaking yaung. Samething that really anes are aften mare likely to.be de~cnbed
hasn't been studied but thatpeaple talk as cute. There h~ve been same stu?ies
abaut is cute behaviQr, which when yau that shaw t~at I?ds who' are pe~ceived as
are laaking at'a live bunny ar kitten, cuter, mearu~g IIIa sense perceIved as.
yau're respanding to. their behaviar as yaunger, dan t have as many expectatians
well.There has to.be the cambinatian af placed an them.
the yaung behaviars and the yaung ap-
pearance in Qrder fQr it to.be cute.
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